
  

1 

 

 

7901 Stoneridge Drive, Suite 501, 

Pleasanton, CA 94588, USA  

Telephone: +1-925-223-8242  

Fax: +1-925-223-8243 

E-mail: bpgoffice@wjgnet.com 

https://www.wjgnet.com 

 

PEER-REVIEW REPORT 

 

Name of journal: World Journal of Meta-Analysis 

Manuscript NO: 44806 

Title: Empathy assessment in healthcare students is highly heterogeneous: A systematic 

review and meta-analysis (2012-2016) 

Reviewer’s code: 02454185 

Reviewer’s country: China 

Science editor: Jia-Ping Yan 

Date sent for review: 2018-11-28 

Date reviewed: 2018-11-28 

Review time: 1 Hour 

 

SCIENTIFIC QUALITY LANGUAGE QUALITY CONCLUSION PEER-REVIEWER STATEMENTS 

[  ] Grade A: Excellent 

[ Y] Grade B: Very good 

[  ] Grade C: Good 

[  ] Grade D: Fair 

[  ] Grade E: Do not  

publish 

[  ] Grade A: Priority publishing 

[ Y] Grade B: Minor language  

    polishing 

[  ] Grade C: A great deal of  

language polishing 

[  ] Grade D: Rejection 

[  ] Accept  

(High priority)  

[  ] Accept 

(General priority) 

[ Y] Minor revision 

[  ] Major revision 

[  ] Rejection 

Peer-Review:  

[ Y] Anonymous 

[  ] Onymous 

Peer-reviewer’s expertise on the 

topic of the manuscript: 

[ Y] Advanced 

[  ] General 

[  ] No expertise 

Conflicts-of-Interest:  

[  ] Yes 

[ Y] No 

 

SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This is generally a well written and properly conducted systematic review and 

meta-analysis.  1. in the introduction, the authors need to explicitly describe the 

objective and hypothesis of the study. 2. The funnel plot is conerfactal that most studies 
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are in the tip of the funnel plot, in fact, most of the studies are supposed to be at the base 

of the plot (e.g. small studies with large variance should predominate). please explain 

this.  3. in the meta-regression analysis, will you consider other variables such as year of 

the medical student into analysis?  4. the sample size in many studies are not very large; 

thus the small study effect may be discussed. e.g. small studies are more likely to report 

better results. cite a reference (Crit Care. 2013 Jan 9;17(1):R2. doi: 10.1186/cc11919.) for 

the discussion as this phenomenon has been well characterized in other fields.  
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journal. Only some minor spelling and grammar issues should be revised. Please see the 

words highlighted by yellow in the attachment. Additionally, if the authors can update 

the last search, it will be better. 
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