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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
This is a well-written review concerning colorectal cancer screening from 45 years old. 

This review is interesting and informative, pro- and anti- arguments are rigorously 

developed.  I have no major remarks.   The different fields concerned by CCR 

screening in young people are discussed. Authors underline the need for scientific 
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evidence from population studies especially in front of the heterogeneity of 

epidemiologic indicators across countries.  May be this geographical heterogeneity is 

the major point that may question lowering the age for screening in all countries. The 

choice of the screening strategy (FIT then colonoscopy vs colonoscopy alone) is crucial 

too and may strongly depends from each public health officials. Authors argue that 

advanced-stage diagnosis from eoCRC is increasing over time. This has been observed in 

the US non-selected general population and started around 1998 (SEER program, Wang  

et al). If later stage at diagnosis could be related to lower screening and failure to 

recognize symptoms in young individuals, I wonder why this would have strongly 

changed over the past 20 years.  Data on these trends are scarce. Based on the SEER 

program data, trends over time in incidence were heterogeneous among race/ethnicity.  

The increase concerned young Non-Hispanic Whites. A European Irish recent 

population-based study (Ullah et al) exhibited a global increase in stage III and IV 

disease for patients <50 yrs, mostly influenced by stage of presentation in patients aged 

20–29 years.   Explanations for these trends are unclear and, as underlined by authors, 

more large epidemiological and medico-economic studies are urgently needed.   Minor 

remarks Paragraph 2.2.1, second paragraph: “This is proven by the increase in incidence 

among white adults” 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
The authors describe very clearly the epidemiology of colorectal cancer (CRC) and 

emphasize the increasing incidence of early onset CRC over recent decades, supported 

by recent epidemiological studies. I consider the article very beneficial, it will help to 

improve CRC screening and I think it will serves as a motivation for further population 
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