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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This is a well done, thorough review of the literature on a relatively new antipsychotic
that has been used in the psychosis that sometimes accompanies Parkinson's Disease. The
investigators reviewed its use in Alzheimer's Disease (AD). They found only one RCT and
the article describes this one study in detail. Although this is a well done review, it is
difficult to justify a review that reviews only one paper. The authors do include in the
Discussion the use of the drug in Parkinson's Disease, which helps. To put some more
meat into the review, I would suggest reviewing the use of antipsychotics in general in
AD, including safety issues and then comparing these results with that of the one study
of Pimavanserin.
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Noted and addressed in introduction and background.
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Dear authors, I have some comments on your manuscript. As of the title of your
manuscript: Do you think that the label "A systematic review" is appropriate if you review
only one clinical trial (with two published papers based on this trial)? I disagree with your
statement that Alzheimer’s dementia is the most prevalent form of dementia in the world.
I my opinion, the most prevalent form of dementia is a mixed dementia (i.e. Alzheimer’s
+ vascular component). You should comment on this in the Abstract as well as
Introduction. You should give more details about the MMSE values in the patients in the

trial (e.g. MMSE in pimavanserin group, in placebo group etc.). Best regards The reviewer

Author response:

Done- Literature review used in title.
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Mixed dementia added in abstract and background (new reference, #2)

MMSE scores added (page 14 and page 18)
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The author attempted to clarify the effectiveness and safety of pimavanserin for psychotic
patients with Alzheimer's disease with a systematic review. The methodology adopted in
this review is standardized and properly structured. As a result, there has been only one
study of placebo-controlled randomized trial found via comprehensive search. Because of
limited number of trustworthy data, a meta analysis cannot be conducted in this research
question. Thus, it should be concluded that the evidence of effectiveness of pimavanserin
against AD psychosis is yet to be determined. The conclusion the author presented in this
manuscript seems too optimistic.

Author response:

Done- abstract and conclusion changed
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