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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
This case describes a rare EGFR G724S/R776H mutations and amplification in a NSCLC 

responding to afatinib. The manuscript  is very well written and illustrated. My 

recommendation  is accept it for publication. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
This is an informative and valuable study and is very useful to both clinicians and 

patients. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
The authors reported a case of NSCLC with rare EFGR mutations that responded to 

afatinib. I have a few comments about this report.    #I admit that ONE experience 

with ONE patient in the clinical field is very important; in this sense, to compile a case 

report is sine qua non for the development of medicine. With this in mind, I read the 

paper. I admit that the EFGR mutations detected in this NSCLC patient must be RARE, 

and the experience where afatinib was effective for the treatment of such an NSCLC 

patient must be much RARER; this is ok, but to be rare is not necessarily important for a 

scientific paper. The PFS of this patient was more than 14 months after the afatinib 

treatment; this is ok, but what was this patient like thereafter? To know this ‘thereafter’ 

is very important to know the true effect of afatinib on this patient. Just 14 months is too 

short to make any conclusions about afatinib particularly because it is about a patient 

with lung malignancy. What is described in this paper seems, at first glance, seems new 

and surprising; but its content, in fact, is too little and superficial to draw something like 

a conclusion or even a lesson. With only one patient with only a follow-up of only 14 

months, who can draw the right picture about the treatment of NSCLC patients, by 

afatinib, with that RARE EFGR mutations? Even though such a picture could be drawn, 

it could be even dangerous particularly because it is about the treatment (life or death) of 

the patients.   #There are a countless number of grammatical errors throughout the MS. 

The following lists some of them (from the abstract). These need to be thoroughly 

corrected.  -Abstract: To show the gene ‘EGFR’, some are EGFR, which is ok; but some 

are EGFR, which is not correct. -Abstract, background, line 3: ‘treatment show good’ >>> 

‘treatment shows good’ -Abstract, background, line 5: ‘some uncommon genomic 

mutation are’ >>> ‘some uncommon genomic mutations are’ -Abstract, background, line 

6, ‘the response effect of some uncommon EGFR mutations to TKI remains unclear’: This 
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sentence is structurally clumsy and difficult to understand. It would be easier to 

understand if it were ‘the effect of TKI on some uncommon EGFR mutations remains 

unclear’ -Abstract, case summary, ‘A 64-year-old woman…left pleural effusion’: This 

sentence ends half-way, i.e. it is composed of only the subject, and does not have any 

verbs.  -Abstract, case summary, ‘rare EGFR G724S /R776H and amplification co-

mutation’: What does this mean? It means ‘co-mutation comprised of rare EGFR G724S 

/R776H and amplification’? -Abstract, case summary, ‘Then the patient then’: One of 

‘then’ is redundant.  Abstract, case summary, ‘PFS’: What is this ‘PFS’? In every respect, 

an abstract should be self-sufficient. The appearance of this ‘PFS’ is too abrupt, and no 

full-spelling is given here.  


