Variables

8*‘

Data sources/

measurement assessment (measurement). rlbe con‘1parill:nli_t§{r of 1SS€
is more than one group W : :

Bias -9 Describe any efforts to address potentlal sources,af bias :

Study size - 10 Explain how the study size was arrived at | 1

Quantitative variables 11 Explain how quantitative variables were handled in the analyses Ifappﬁc&hi&,,
describe which groupings were chosen and why ]

Statistical methods 12 (a) Describe all statistical methods, including those used to contml for cmfonndm %
(b) Describe any methods used to examine subgroupyand interactions M :
() Explain how missing data were addressed
(d) Cohort study—If applicable, explain how loss to follow-up was addressed
Case-control study—If applicable, explain how matching of cases and controls wa
addressed
Cross-sectional study—If applicable, describe analytical methods taking mount of
sampling strategy S
(e) Describe any sensitivity analyses (/

Continued on next page




(c) If relevant conSider tran\ a 2

time period SRl
Other analyses 17 Report other alyseé done—ég analyses
analyses ‘ :
Discussion B . _
Key results 18  Summarise key results with reference to studj objecﬁw{' s L
Limitations 19 Discuss limitations of the study, taking into accouﬁf. sources of p

Discuss both direction and magnitude of any potential bias i

Interpretation 20 Givea éautious overall interpretation of results consideﬁ_ng ub:;eeﬁm,
: of analyses, results from similar studies, and other relevant evidence * -
Generalisability 21  Discuss the generalisability (external validity) of the study results al

Other information

Funding 22 Give the source of funding and the role of the funders for th;yﬂnt study aud, rf )
for the original study on which the present article is based Z /{ o

*lee information separately for cases and controls in case-control studies and, if applicable, for exposed and
unexposed groups in cohort and cross-sectional studies.

Note: An Explanation and Elaboration article discusses each checklist item and gives methodologiqﬁl 'backgi-ounc_i 2
published examples of transparent reporting. The STROBE checklist is best used in conjunction with this article (fr
available on the Web sites of PLoS Medicine at http://www.plosmedicine.org/, Annals of Internal Medicine at

http://www.annals.org/, and Epidemiology at http://www.epidem.com/). Information on the STROBE Initiative is
available at www.strobe-statement.org.



