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To whom it may concern

Title of study: Occult HCV infection in the Middle East and Eastem Mediterranean
countries: A systematic review and meta-analysis

Chief investigator: Mohammad Reza Hedayati-Moghaddam,

Blood Borne Infections Research Center, Academic Center for Education, Culture &
Research (ACECR), Razavi Khorasan Branch, Mashhad, Iran

This letter is to confirm that in my opinion, the statistical methods and techniques
mentioned are appropriate for the study.

Please contact me if you have any queries.

Sincerely Yours,

Habibollah Esmaily, Ph.D., {*-t---71
Department of Biostatistics and Epidemiology, School of Health, Mashhad University of
Medical Sciences, Daneshgah St., Mashhad, 9137 6731 19, Iran.

E-mail: Esmailyh@mums.ac.ir r
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