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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

In this manuscript, the authors reviewed the relationship between SpTF and NR4A1. 

NR4A1 is overexpressed mainly in pancreatic cancer, which is a poor prognostic factor. 

The authors state there is an interaction between SpTF and NF4A1 because inhibiting 

both of them suppresses the tumor growth, promotes apoptosis, and reduces mobility. 

However, since SpTF is a transcription factor and NR4A1 is a receptor, their properties 

are considered to be different, and it is unlikely that they have a common pathway as 

shown in Fig. 1. It is difficult to understand the relationship between SpTF and NR4A1 

from the manuscript. The authors should describe the interaction in more detail.  Please 

show an abbreviation for RE in Fig.1.  In Fig. 2, it is unclear which part of the graph the 

"blue" written in the text indicates. The genetic changes in the combination of Sp1,3,4 are 

shown, but there is no graph for each (the text states that there are individual results). 

What do you mean by different genes? The figure legend is also insufficiently explained 

and the contents cannot be fully understood.  There are some parts where causal IPA is 

mistakenly written as casual IPA. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The manuscript gives a good overview of the current literature on the regulatory 

network in pancreatic cancer gene expression. The topic is interesting for our readers. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Thank you for your invitation. This review of Stephen Safe et al. summarized recent 

advance of transcription factors Sp and NR4A1 in the development of pancreatic cancer. 

Generally, this review was well-written and here is some minor comments. 1. Figure 1 

was relatively rough and confusing for readers. A figure of higher quality would make 

the quality of the article more improved. 2. The conclusion section should include 

authors' understandings of the role of transcription factors Sp and NR4A1 in pancreatic 

cancers, rather than simply summarize the cited literature. 
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I think that the authors replied to our questions adequately.  So, I have nothing to 

comment any more. 

 


