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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

In the present manuscript, the authors summarized the new progress of HBV research
after the publication of the AASLD 2018 Hepatitis B Guidance by searched the HBV
related literatures within the last three years. I have several comments list below. 1.
For the title “Advances in treatment and prevention of Hepatitis B”, the new
progress in present manuscript was mainly focused on the advances for the AASLD 2018
Hepatitis B Guidance. However, there are some other HBV-related guides, such as EASL
2017 Guidelines and APASL 2019 Guidelines. The contents of these guides are not
exactly the same, thus the topic does not fully reflect the main subject of the manuscript.
2. For the markers HBV testing, such as cccDNA, HBcrAg and HBV RNA, which have
been studied for a long time, but they were not mentioned in the AASLD 2018 Hepatitis
B Guidance. This is because these biomarkers have their limitations which have not been
completely resolved, thus authors should fully discuss. 3. For Hepatitis B vaccination
strategies, the prevention of mother-to-child transmission (MTCT) for HBV is key to
reducing the global burden of chronic hepatitis B. Concurrent use of hepatitis B
immunoglobulin and hepatitis B vaccine has substantially reduced the MTCT of HBV,
nearly zero infection in children of carrier mother with negative HBeAg and 5-10%
infection in children of HBeAg-positive mothers. Through improved immune strategies
and antiviral treatment in HBeAg-positive mothers, the infection rate of MTCT of HBV
can be reduced to less than 1%. The authors should highlight the efficacy and barriers of
the currently validated measures for the prevention of HBV MTCT. 4. In the AASLD
2018 Hepatitis B Guidance, immune-Tolerant CHB do not be recommended for
treatment. However, in the present manuscript immune-tolerant (HBeAg positive) CHB
patients were also received TDF and/or Emtricitabine, does this mean a change in the

antiviral therapy?
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