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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The reviewer would like to thank the authors for their well-designed protocol on such a
hot topic. = However, some findings need further explanation. In more detail, the
association between diarrhea and fecal Sars-CoV-2 RNA detection on one hand and
calprotectin levels on the other hand has to be further elucidated, since all patients with
diarrhea were positive for fecal SARS-CoV-2 RNA and despite this fact, their fecal
calprotectin levels were lower, compared to their non-diarrhea counterparts.

Additionally, contrary to the statement in the "Introduction" section that peripheral
blood neutropenia reflects neutrophil migration to the tissues, no significant difference
was observed as for peripheral blood neutrophil levels between patients with and
without diarrhea, but a significant difference in neutrophil levels was observed between
the presence and the absence of SARS-CoV-2 RNA in feces. It would be interesting to

know authors' explanation regarding these findings.
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