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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS
Dear Authors submitting to WJG Manuscript ID - WJ]G64477  Manuscript Title

Comparison of point and two-dimensional shear wave elastography of the spleen in
healthy subjects ~ All Author List: Friederike Nowotny, et al. Manuscript Type:
prospective study Spleen stiffness as a tool predicting portal hypertension has been
recently studied (1). There was attempt to evaluate reference range of splenic stiffness in
healthy subjects (2, 3). However; none of the studies compared splenic stiffness using
different methods. The current article shows non-significant correlation between the
point and two-dimensional shear wave elastography (p-SWE and 2D-SWE) of spleen
using different devices in normal healthy volunteers. Moreover, the splenic stiffness
from different splenic poles were compared in this study. Reviewer’s comment My
comments 1. The major limitation of this study was the reliability of SWE value due to
low number of measurement. Moreover, the inter-investigator agreement should be
demonstrated. Previous studies showed that the interobserver agreement was excellent:
0.847-0.87 (4, 5) 2. Underlying liver disease, skin thickness and splenic size may effect
splenic stiffness (2). Please clarify the definition of hepatopathies in your study and
present the data of spleen size in baseline characteristics. 3. The limitation of tests
such as the number of unsuccessful measurements should be clarified. In general, it was
reported in about 2.8%.(6) 4. Previous studies showed reliable performance of both
p-SWE and 2D-SWE in assessment of liver fibrosis (7). The explanation of unrelated
splenic stiffness between two methods should be explained in discussion. =~ FEB28, 2021
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Measurement Using 2 - Dimensional Shear Wave Elastography: The Predictors of
Measurability and the Normal Spleen Stiffness Value. Journal of Ultrasound in Medicine.
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A Direct Comparison With Point Shear Wave Elastography in Healthy Volunteers.
Journal of ultrasound in medicine : official journal of the American Institute of
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A, Kunsch S. Liver Stiffness Measured by 2-Dimensional Shear Wave Elastography:
Prospective Evaluation of Healthy Volunteers and Patients With Liver Cirrhosis. Journal
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The authors clearly provide point by point explanation and make article more consice.
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