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This is an interesting review, however, too long, 
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COVID-19 has high morbidity and mortality for transplant candidates. The data on the 

relationship between immunosuppressive therapy and COVID-19 in LT recipients 

during this pandemic are still insufficient. Older age and post-transplant comorbidities 

showed to have a larger role than immunosuppression status.  COVID-19 therapies and 

vaccinations seem to be well tolerated in pre and postliver transplant patients (with few 

exceptions).  All this is clear and already consolidated in the literature. The present 

paper also highlights that Tacrolimus could be protective, but anti-proliferative such as 

MMF should be avoided.  The situation during the pandemic is evolving rapidly, and 

recommendations need to evolve as well. As we learn more about how the COVID-19 

pandemic impacts the care of patients before and after LT, updates are beneficial. The 

paper looks promising but, in its actual form, it is verbose and redundant. Revision of 

the manuscript is required to focus on novel conclusions. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Dear Authors, this is a well written review about COVID-19 in liver transplant patients. 

Since March 2020 many studies have been published on this issue, and you have done a 

good job of literature search. Transplant recipients are not so many in the majority of the 

articles published, and there are few studies with high scientific level.  I have some 

comments: - the first section Early experience is too long, it would be better to 

summarize the case reports only with citation, maybe it was interesting to underline to 

categories of patients: long term transplanted vs early liver recipients. - For the section 

COVID-19 and liver please add the citation "Liver injury in COVID-19 and IL-6 

trans-signaling-induced endotheliopathy, J hep " 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jhep.2021.04.050 about the correlation between 

endetheliopathy IL-6 correlated and liver injury; - It would be nice adding some 

reference about Vaccination on liver recipients: Rabinowich L, Grupper A, Baruch R, 

Ben-Yehoyada M, Halperin T, Turner D, Katchman E, Levi S, Houri I, Lubezky N, 

Shibolet O, Katchman H. Low immunogenicity to SARS-CoV-2 vaccination among liver 

transplant recipients. J Hepatol. 2021 Apr 20:S0168-8278(21)00255-5.  
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