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We reviewed our experience with the treatment of common bile duct (CBD) stones in 70 patients by
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Abstract

Common bile duct (CBD) stone is a common biliary problem, which often requires
endoscopic approach as the initial treatment option. Roughly, 7-12% of the subjects who
experience cholecystectomy were subsequently referred to biliary endoscopist for
further management. In general, there are three classifications of difficult CBD stone,
‘which are based on the characteristics of the stone (larger than 15 mm, barrel or square-
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Jan 01, 2013 - In approximately 10%-15% of patients, managing biliary stones becomes formidable
primarily due to difficulties in accessing the bile duct (periampullary diverticulum, sigmoid shaped CBD,
post-gastrectomy Billroth type || anatomy, Roux-en-Y-gastrojejunostomy), large number of stones (greater
than 10}, large size of stones (stones with a diameter > 15 mm which cannot be grasped with a basket),
unusually shaped stones (barrel-shaped) or location of the stones (intra hepatic, cystic duct ..
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The advantages of endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography (ERCP) over open surgery make it
the predominant method of treating choledocholithiasis. Today, technologic advances such as magnetic
resonance cholangiopancreatography and laparoscopic surgery are challenging ERCP's primacy in the
management of common bile duct (CBD) stones.
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