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This is a well written article, but have some concerns to be addressed. #Major comments
Seven variables extracted in the multivariate analysis were used to construct the
nomogram. However, of these, only liver disease did not have a significant P value in
the univariate analysis, and I feel uncomfortable about using this as a variable for
nomogram construction. What are the authors' views on this matter? If liver disease is to
be used as a variable for constructing the nomogram, a discussion of the association

between liver disease and permanent stoma should be included in the manuscript.
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Thank you very much for the opportunity to review this retrospective paper for the
World Journal of Gastrointestinal Surgery: A nomogram to predict permanent stoma in
rectal cancer patients after sphincter-saving surgery 1 have some questions and
comments for the authors: 1. It is not appropriate to use abbreviations in the abstract. 2.
Why do you excluded metastatic patients for this study? 3. Redudant in the
Methodology: Inclusion criteria: No evidence of distant metastasis at the time of surgery.
Exclusion criteria: patients with stage IV disease. 4. How do the authors could use the
variables that affect the quality of the patient, if you included some variables as: local
recurrence, anastomosis site stenosis and liver disease (exclusionn criteria). It is at least

something to discuss.
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS
This study established a predictive model to predict the risk of PS in patients with rectal

cancer after sphincter-saving surgery, which has certain clinical significance. Whether
preoperative clinical staging was carried out using MRI, and whether all patients
received preoperative chemoradiotherapy was performed prophylactic stoma?
Reportedly, preoperative chemoradiotherapy for patients with rectal cancer may
increase anastomotic leakage, does it increase the risk of permanent stoma?  This was
a retrospective study, and a multicenter RCT was necessary to confirm the issue in

future.
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I believe the paper is extremely interesting and a pleasure to read. Data appear to be
very real and presented with great accuracy. I have a couple of comments and questions
that might be responded in order to improve the paper. 1. colonoscopy surveillance
every 3 months after first year is to me an exaggeration. There is no additional risk of
colonic cancer after a complete colonoscopic evaluation. If that was not a mistake, you
should better explain why you do that. 2.7.1% APR is in my experience very low. Is it
a bias related to the type of referral? Maybe i discussion a few phrases related to
indication of sphincter saving and such a low incidence of APR. 3. Figure 1 gas a small
mistake: 5th raw re-stoma is not 96 but 14 4. Figure 2 is almost clear. Easy to understand
how you compute the linear predictive value, but not clear how that will translate in
predictive value. How do you interpolate the last raw and how do you use this value in
clinical setting. I am not a statistician expert but I fail to fully comprehend how I can use
this is my clinic and what do I estimate the chances of permanent stoma. It is my belief
that you should discuss a bit more on the information from the nomogram and its usage

in rela life.
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The authors revised the manuscript well, according to the reviewers' comments.
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This study established a predictive model to predict the risk of PS in patients with rectal

cancer after sphincter-saving surgery, which has certain clinical significance. However, a

multicenter RCT was necessary to confirm the role in future.
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Thank you so much for the opportunity to re-review this paper: A nomogram to predict
permanent stoma in rectal cancer patients after sphincter-saving surgery. Every

question and comment that I made was answer. Im happy with the corrections.




