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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

In this study, the authors investigated the efficacy of DKI in detecting invasion and 

pseudo-invasion in hepatocellular carcinoma, which is one of the aggressive cancers, 

after TACE treatment in 82 cancer nodules of 76 cases. The results show that this method 

helps determine progression and pseudo-progression with DKI-related parameters. 1. 

The authors state the strong performance of the method evaluated in the study group. 

Indeed, this is the most striking aspect of the study. Therefore this finding should be 

emphasized in the core tip.  2. Please use words before abbreviations starting from the 

abstract section.  3. The lack of pathological examination of tumor changes before and 

after treatment is another potential limitation of the study. This should be stated in the 

discussion. 4. I suggest that the authors revise and prepare their manuscript according to 

the guidelines for manuscript submission of the WJGS. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This is a good study to predict HCC recurrence after TACE. However, there are a few 

issues that the authors should clarify: 1. Pathological examination: Were all cases or 

selected cases performed? What is the pathological definition of true progression? What 

is the pathological definition of pseudo-progression? 2. There were cases TACE was 

performed more than once. The authors should clearly state the number of times TACE 

was performed on a tumor. 3. In Table 1, the authors analyzed AFP with positive or 

negative values after performing TACE. I think AFP should be analyzed whether the 

values decrease or not after doing TACE. There are HCC cases without increased AFP. 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This is an observational study, evaluating the role of diffusion kurtosis imaging (DKI) 

and DKI-derived metrics in predicting the recurrence and cellular invasion of the 

peritumoral liver zone of hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) after transcatheter arterial 

chemoembolization (TACE). The authors investigated the characteristics of the 

DKI-derived metrics between the true progression and pseudo-progression groups.  

The study is highly original and relevant. The organization & flow of the paper is of high 

quality. The authors addressed all the limitations of the study properly and despite these 

limitations, this study has a strength of novelty of describing the DKI with derived 

functional metrics (including MD, DA, DR, KA, and FAk) as an assessment tool for 

evaluating the therapeutic response of TACE to HCC, as well as peritumoral zone 

invasion.  Therefore, I recommend to accept this manuscript for publication. 

 


