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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The manuscript is well-written and the study design is good, but there are some issues 

that should be addressed before publication as follows:  Major issues: For systematic 

search, why did only the authors perform their search in the PubMed database and other 

relevant databases not considered?    Minor issues: In the abstract, in METHODS the 

time limit for performing the systematic search should be added.  In Quality 

Assessment of Included Studies, ‘To better assess the quality of individual studies, we 

used the Newcastle-Ottawa scale (NOS) for retrospective case-control studies and the 

Cochrane tool for risk of bias for randomized controlled trials’ please add the following 

references for these sentences: (10.1002/jcsm.13043; 10.1002/jmv.27996). In Statistical 

Analysis, ‘Between-study heterogeneity was reported with the I2 statistic with values 

greater than 50 suggestive of substantial heterogeneity.’ please add the following 

references for these sentences: (10.1016/j.physio.2021.04.005; 10.1093/ptj/pzab144). 
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