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This paper studied the role of cerebrospinal fluid lactic acid in the diagnosis of bacterial
meningitis, but this is not enough. It is better to refine the level of lactic acid in
meningitis caused by various pathogenic bacteria, so as to provide more precise drug
selection for clinical anti-infective therapy: Gram-positive, Gram-negative bacteria,
tuberculosis, fungi, etc. The value of metagenomic next-generation sequencing(NGS) in

the diagnosis of intracranial infection can also be studied.
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I read the submitted manuscript with a lot of interest. I would like to congratulate
authors for this well conducted study. I have few questions as below: What is the
utility if this test for diagnosing meningitis with current evidence? Is there an advantage
over traditional tests done currently. The authors are trying yo convey the message that
it is useful even in patients with previously received antibiotics. But in their results, it
appears that, for the same groups of patients, it's sensitivity, NPV, accuracy are
significantly lower than traditional tests like TLC etc. So why do we need this test? I
would think that this can be an adjunctive to other tests, but with current evidence there
is no meaningful use for it in a clinical set up. It would be helpful for the readers if this

message is clear in the discussion section.
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