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kindly resubmit the manuscript in proper format wit clear headings. The results are not
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

1) The abstract is not written according to scientific convention and does not reflect the
study methodology at all. The abstract should not be used as only an area to justify one
aspect of this study (the fact that participants in the current study were asked whether
they have avoided alcohol in the past 6 months). It should describe the participant
numbers, the methodologies and questionnaires used, the statistical approaches. 2)
Similarly, in the introduction, the whole paragraph "Surveys which ask respondents
with ME/CFS whether they experienced alcohol intolerance within a recent time frame
might produce inaccurate results, since respondents may indicate that the symptom was
not present if they have avoided alcohol in the designated time frame [12]. Due to this
concern, the instrument used in this study (DePaul Symptom Questionnaire-2) asks
participants whether they have avoided alcohol in the past 6 months, and if they have,
how severe their alcohol intolerance would be if they were to drink alcohol [12]. We
suggest that a failure to account for the effect of question wording may partially explain
the inconsistency in findings related to alcohol intolerance in ME/CFS" belongs in the

methodology rather than the introduction. 3) In the methods, please ensure that the
4




7041 Koll Center Parkway, Suite

B a l S h I d C n g 160, Pleasanton, CA 94566, USA
P u [) l | & h | n g Telephone: +1-925-399-1568

E-mail: bpgoffice@wjgnet.com

guiShide',g@ G rou p https:/ /www.wjgnet.com

DSQ-2 is introduced in full and described in detail, before it is referred to by an acronym.
4) "publically" should be spelled "publicly" 5) It is unclear why in the linear regression
model the authors did not use SF-36 scores as variables as well as DSQ-2 domain scores.
6) In the results, the sentence "Of the 8 symptom domains, 5 domain scores were
significantly different post-exertional malaise, cognitive impairment, pain, orthostatic
intolerance, and temperature intolerance" does not specify the directionality of
difference. I guess it is implied that those with alcohol intolerance had worse domain
scores than those without alcohol intolerance. But it should be made explicitly clear. 7)
The sentence "Only the orthostatic intolerance domain significantly predicted alcohol
intolerance (f = 0.21, p = 0.01)" should read "Only the orthostatic intolerance domain
significantly predicted alcohol intolerance severity (f = 0.21, p = 0.01)", as this was a

linear outcome rather than a binary categorical outcome.
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