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The authors state in this review, that they summarize the recent insights into the intrinsic

and extrinsic elements involved in the process of intestinal homeostasis, injury and

repair, which fine-tune the balance between self-renewal and cell fate specification in

intestinal stem cells. Indeed, they provide a comprehensive summary about the current

knowledge in this field, and end up with a perspective about currently unsolved

questions in the fields, especially with providing an appealing stem cell-based

therapeutic approach for intestinal mucosal injury disorders, in the future. The

manuscript was well written and should be of wide interests to most researchers or

clinicians on stem cells and therapy.
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The authors of this paper reviewed the signals and mechanisms that control homeostasis
and regeneration of the intestinal epithelium. This being the first line of defense against
injuries to the intestine. To this end the intestinal stem cells (ISC) which coordinates the
renewal and regeneration of different intestinal cell lines was discussed. The authors
analyzed signals that the cells of the stem cell niche elaborate. These signals help
maintain homeostasis and control the fate of the stem cells. Endogenous and
exogenous factors that modulate the fate of ISC were also discussed. The title and
abstract reflect the main subject of the manuscript. The discussion was done using
precise English and reader-friendly terms. The article is well constructed with logical
flow of ideas. Recent references were cited with about 45% of articles published within
the last 5 years. This article can be accepted after minor grammatical and typo

corrections.




