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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The current meta-analysis has the potential, however, there are some issues before
publication as follows: 1- It is mentioned that “We exclude trials with quasi-random
designs and cluster randomised controlled trials”; it is better to include also these
studies and by performing a subgroup analysis only separate RCTs from non-RCTs. 2-
Subgroup and sensitivity analysis should move before that statistical analysis section.
3- Data collection and analysis needs citation and you can add the following citations:
10.1093/ ptj/ pzab144; and also 10.1016/j.joim.2023.01.003 4- Instead of GRADE criteria,
Cochrane risk of bias tool should be performed to assess the quality of RCTs. Although,
in the method section Cochrane risk of bias tool is mentioned, in the abstract not. 5-1In
statistical section: ”’ Heterogeneity was evaluated based on visual inspection of forest
plots, expressing heterogeneity as 12 values using the following thresholds: 0% to 40%

(unimportant), 40% to 60% (moderate), 60% to 80% (substantial), and >80%
2
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(considerable), and the P value for the chi-squared test.”” This needs citation and you can
add the following citations: 10.1016/j.physio.2021.04.005 6- Data synthesis should be also

move before that statistical analysis section.
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This manuscript is written in a standardized manner with a clear and appropriate
methodology. It is recommended to add investigation of the causes of heterogeneity and

sensitivity analysis.
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This review combined findings from eight randomised clinical trials that assessed the
efficacy of FMT in 465 IBS patients demonstrating no significant difference in the
improvement of symptoms in the FMT group compared to the placebo group, the
authors did not find evidence to support the use of FMT for IBS patients outside of
clinical trials in this systematic review and meta-analysis.There are still some questions:
1.In the review, participants were diagnosed with IBS according to a physician’s opinion
or accepted symptom-based diagnostic criteria, e.g., Rome III or IV criteria). Whether
different diagnose standards and paths have an impact on the results? 2.In the review,
Eight RCTs (a total of 502 participants) with different FMT types, quantity of FMT given,
route of administration, type of donor, frequency of administration participants with IBS
classified according to subtype, were included. Whether these factors lack of coherence

have an impact on the results of investigating the effectiveness of FMT compared to
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