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Dear Editor,  

I am writing to you regarding the manuscript entitled “Short- versus long-course 

antibiotic therapy in adult patients with acute cholangitis: A systematic review, meta-

analysis and evidence quality assessment". I reviewed the paper and faithfully report 

that the proper statistical methods were used for the quantitative synthesis of the studies. 

Specifically, the random effects model was appropriately used to account for the 

heterogeneity across trials. Furthermore, the study quality assessment was performed 

with the risk of bias tool recommended by Cochrane Collaboration for randomised trials 

and the Newcastle Ottawa scale for observational studies. Results were presented using 

the effect sizes followed by 95% confidence intervals. Therefore, I confirm that the 

statistical analyses of this manuscript are appropriate and complete, and no further 

clarifications or analyses are needed.  

                                

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Anna-Bettina Haidich 
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