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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS
1. How long were patients followed for after starting thalidomide? Please include this

under patient selection. 2. Figure 3, presenting only pts with TiPN would be less

confusing. 3. Figure 4, more information is needed to contextualize the information

presented. It is not clear what is being measured and compared here. Please elaborate by

including any relevant information. 4. It would be good to compare the results of this

study with similar studies of TiPN in other patient populations in Discussion. This

comparison will have important clinical implications and should be considered.
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS
This manuscript develops and compares a predictive model of thalidomide-induced

peripheral neuropathy using machine learning based on comprehensive clinical and

genetic variables. The paper is well-written and presented. Five predictive models are

established and evaluated by the confusion matrix receiver operating characteristic

curve, the area under the precision-recall curve, specificity, sensitivity, precision,

accuracy, and F1 score. The retrospective cohort of 164 Crohn’s disease patients from

January 2016 to June 2022 was used to establish the model. Therefore, I have a few

concerns: 1. In the abstract, the authors need to clarify how their model performance

compares to state-of-the-art and how it goes beyond the state-of-the-art methods. 2.

The reference list is insufficient, and they are not current. There are no references in

the last 3 years.
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