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The National (Nationwide) Inpatient Sample (NIS) is part of a family of databases and software tools 

developed for the Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project (HCUP). The NIS is the largest publicly available 

all-payer inpatient healthcare database designed to produce U.S. regional and national estimates of 

inpatient utilization, access, cost, quality, and outcomes. Unweighted, it contains data from around 7 

million hospital stays each year. Weighted, it estimates around 35 million hospitalizations nationally. 

Developed through a Federal-State-Industry partnership sponsored by the Agency for Healthcare 

Research and Quality (AHRQ), HCUP data inform decision making at the national, State, and community 

levels. 

 

https://hcup-us.ahrq.gov/nisoverview.jsp 
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