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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The 85220 review of fibroblastic rheumatism is well done, as far as it goes.  However, 

the sources chosen to identify cases seems inadequate. I found a number of cases with 

google and suggest the authors extract the additional cases identifiable on google and 

incorporate them into their calculations and charts.  It seems unclear why individuals 

with ”severe complications” (whatever they were) were excluded from evaluation.  Am 

I correct in assuming that reviews were not included if they did not contain new cases 

and that all cases addressed in reviews were indeed reviewed by the authors?  While 

the authors identified the presence of erosions, they were not characterized, essential for 

comparison with other erosive diseases.  Further, the authors report partial fusion in 

their case (was this before or after the patient had received steroid therapy) and that is 

important to illustrate. On those issue, the images, especially the x-rays, are much too 

small for review.    I am unclear what authors mean by ”space stenosis,” given their 

comment that joint space is usually not affected.  Also, what do the authors mean by 

“skin coking”?  The authors note linear positioning of nodules and other distributions 

in their case. This would be worth discussing as a possible Koebner phenomenon.  The 

authors state that “many diseases can present similar fibrosis,” but list only three.  

What are the others?  If no others, then “many” should be replaced by “several.”  

Table 1 requires addition of google-derived cases and redesigned, so the heading “No of 

cases” is not “vertical” 

 


