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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This is a paper with very thorough experiments showing the effect of HQD on NAFLD 

in a rat model and HepG2 cells. The results are very clear and deserve publication. I 

have some minor comments:  1. EX-527 was only applied to HepG2 cells and not to rats. 

The authors should explain why this animal group was not carriedf out (HFD + HQD + 

EX-527). It would strengthen the results and the mechanistic explanation of SIRT-1 

action, if this animal group could be added to the experiments. 2. Especially the first part 

of the discussion is more introduction. Please shorten this part. 3. Fenofibrate is as good 

as HQD in all parameters. Given the fact that Fen acts on a different pathway, this 

should be discussed by the authors. 4. In the light of the Fenofibrate results: The sentence, 

that TCM is more suitable for treatment of NAFLD than monosubstances, is obviously 

wrong. The authors should omit that and discuss the fenofibrate results in comparision 

to the HQD results (see 3).   
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This is a very interesting piece of work in which power of traditional, natural medicine 

was evidenced and presented. This study may be a starting point for experimental and 

clinical studies concerning reintroduction of traditional, natural drugs to the belonging 

role in authentic, complex medicine. For this reason, I recommend this article for 

publication in the World Journal of Gastroenterology. 

 


