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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
The study is aimed to compare the neuroprotective effects of dexmedetomidine and 

propofol for sedation during prolonged mechanical ventilation in patients without brain 

injury. The title is “Brain protective effect of dexmedetomidine vs propofol for sedation 

during prolonged mechanical ventilation in non-brain injured patients”. 1. Why did the 

authors use serum S100- β and neuron-specific enolase (NSE) levels for the primary 

outcomes? Please add more details. 2. Several factors influence the outcome of the study. 

Please discuss these. 3. Please add more details of the pharmacology of 

dexmedetomidine for the neuroprotective effects. 4. Please review the literature and add 

more details in the discussion section. 5. What is the new knowledge of the study? 6. 

Please recommend to the readers “How to apply this knowledge?”.  
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