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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS
This is an interesting paper which showed that the product of age and the shock index is

useful as a predictor of mortality in patients with severe traumatic brain injury. As noted

in Table 1 and in their discussion, the present findings confirm work previously done by

others which showed age to be significantly predictive of survival in traumatic brain

injury (ref 20-24). To make the article more interesting, perhaps the authors can compare

survivors with non-survivors in table 1 as regards other simple clinical parameters (eg

smoking, hypertension, diabetes, heart disease, obesity), and see if there is a statistical

difference. Such a significant difference in clinical parameters between the 2 groups if

present may point the way for the use of these simple clinical features in addition to age

and shock index as predictors of survival in later studies, as age-shock index product

was pointed out by others.
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