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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
This editorial reviews the development of digital psychiatry over the past seven decades, 

especially in relation to improving mental healthcare in LMICs. It discusses the high 

burden of mental disorders and large treatment gap in LMICs and how digital 

psychiatric services can help address these issues. The article summarizes recent 

evidence on the efficacy, feasibility, and acceptability of digital interventions for various 

psychiatric conditions in LMICs. It also highlights innovative uses of digital tools like 

mobile health technologies and online training of non-specialist health workers to 

support task-shifting approaches. However, there are still many barriers affecting the 

implementation of digital psychiatry in resource-constrained settings. More 

implementation research focusing on contextual factors, readiness assessments, 

stakeholder involvement, and reducing the digital divide is needed. 1. The introduction 

could be shortened to allow more space for discussing the recent developments in digital 

psychiatry in LMICs. 2. More details are needed on the types of digital psychiatric 

interventions that have shown efficacy - web-based, mobile, VR etc. 3. Expand the 

section on use of mHealth for task-shifting in LMICs. Provide more examples of 
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successful implementations. 4. Include a section on impact of COVID-19 in accelerating 

uptake of digital mental health services globally including LMICs.  
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