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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The paper on the role of the tumor immune microenvironment (TIME) in esophageal 

cancer (EC) and its implications for immunotherapy is both timely and significant. The 

authors have adeptly highlighted the global health burden of EC and the promising yet 

challenging role of immunotherapy in its management. The focus on the intricacies of 

the TIME in EC is particularly commendable for its originality and relevance to the field. 

The objectives of the review are clearly articulated and well-aligned with the current 

research needs in the field of oncology and immunotherapy. The comprehensive scope, 

covering cell infiltration, immune cell subsets, cytokines, signaling pathways, and MHC 

molecule expression, ensures a thorough understanding of the suppressive TIME in EC, 

which is crucial for advancing personalized immunotherapy strategies. The review is 

commendable for its depth and breadth, presenting a detailed examination of the 

suppressive mechanisms within the TIME of EC. The authors have successfully analyzed 

a vast array of studies to provide a coherent narrative that enhances our understanding 

of the variability in patient responses to immunotherapy. The critical analysis and 

integration of complex information into a cohesive review are particularly noteworthy. 
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This paper makes a significant contribution to the field by elucidating the complex 

interactions within the TIME of EC and their impact on immunotherapy efficacy. The 

insights provided could pave the way for novel therapeutic approaches and the 

optimization of existing immunotherapies, marking a valuable addition to the literature. 

While the paper is well-constructed and informative, in order to further enrich the 

review, the authors might consider expanding on potential future research directions, 

particularly in overcoming the challenges and limitations of current immunotherapies 

for EC, could provide valuable guidance for the field. Overall, this paper is a 

commendable effort that significantly contributes to our understanding of the 

immunotherapeutic landscape in EC. Its coherent structure, coupled with a rigorous 

examination of the TIME, makes it a valuable resource for researchers and clinicians 

alike. I strongly recommend its publication and believe it will foster further research and 

discussion in the field.  

 


