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Dear Editor,

According to the precious observations of the second referee, who rises some criticism about the role of Metabolic Syndrome as main mechanism of NAFLD, we have clearly evidenced in the text the following sentences, in order to give readers a more balanced vision of the problem with six pertinent references:

Anyway, it is noteworthy to stress that the identification of other risk factors might improve the knowledge about pathogenesis of NAFLD and open the way to new therapeutic approaches [74-76]. The debate around the mechanisms inducing or favoring the presence/severity of NAFLD  still continues. In fact,  some investigators identified factors other that MetS to be associated with NAFLD [77-79]. At page 8

Further studies will be needed to verify whether the inclusion of steatosis in the panel of Mets indicators will improve the predictive power of cardiovascular risk better than the current Mets criteria. At page 13

Finally, with great respect to everyone’s opinion, we would like to stress that we in principle address the classical NAFLD/NASH as decrypted by Ludwig, from Mayo School of Medicine, in 20 obese-diabetic patients, i.e., Ludwig J, Viaggiano TR, McGill DB, Oh BJ. Nonalcoholic steatohepatitis: Mayo Clinic experience with an

hitherto unnamed disease. Mayo Clin Proc 1980; 55: 434–8. 

After forty years researchers still are debating around the etiology!

G. Tarantino, MD and coll.
