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PURPOSE AND WRITING REQUIREMENTS FOR THE ‘COMMENTS’ SECTION IN SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH ARTICLES
 (1) Background

Hepatitis C virus (HCV) infection is a major cause of morbidity and mortality worldwide. It is higher in Eastern Europe and in the Middle East where the numbers are not precisely known1 Abnormal bone metabolism, vitamin D axis, calcium (Ca) and parathormone (PTH) dysfunction have been reported in cholestatic children. The relationship between vitamin D status and response to antiviral therapy remains unclear with some studies yielding inconsistent results
(2) Research frontiers

To determine the frequency of vitamin D deficiency in Egyptian patients with HCV infection, and to assess bone status by measuring calcium, parathormone, alkaline phosphatase and bone mineral density . Also to evaluate the role of vitamin D supplementation in improving the viral response of those patients.
(3) Innovations and breakthroughs
Previous studies do not suggest any role for vitamin D supplementation in patients with advanced chronic hepatitis C and raise the possibility that higher vitamin D levels may be associated with disease progression. In this study cases supplemented with vitamin D showed significantly higher percentage of EVR, higher response after 24 wks and higher SVR than those without supplementation 
(4) Applications 

To summarize the practical applications of your research findings, so that readers may understand the perspectives by which this study will affect the field and future research.
(5) Terminology
The addition of vitamin. D to the therapy in HCV patients increases the rate of rapid and early SVR. Routine testing of vitamin. D level prior to combined therapy and replacement during the course of treatment is required
 (6) Peer review
The study investigated the effect of vitamin D in the response to antiviral

treatment in chronic infected paediatric patients with HCV. There are several works published in the literature exploring this issue, however the relationship between vitamin D status and response to antiviral therapy remains unclear. Then, the aim of this work is of interest, also the methodology used by the authors is appropriate and the results are enlightening. This work could help to clarify if vitamin D could improve the viral response and could prevent bone fragility in children infected with HCV.
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