Dear Dr. Song, 
Thank you for your review of our manuscript (1540-Revised). We appreciate the  concerns  and  suggestions  provided  by  the reviewers,  and  have  revised  our manuscript  accordingly. Our  point-by-point  responses  are  provided  below, and  text that  has  been  added  or  modified  from  the  original  text  is  shown  in  the  revised manuscript in red font.  

Upon  review  of  our  revised  manuscript,  we  hope  that  you  will  find  it  acceptable for publication in World Journal of Gastroenterology and we look forward to your response.  

With kind regards
Dr. Kai Zhang

Answering Reviewers
Q1: In the discussion, the paper did not draw a conclusion of the cause-and-effect relationship between Galectin-1 and VEGF expression. It is a key problem, the author may use bevacizumab to block VEGF signal pathway, and identify the change of the Galectin-1 expression.
A: We would like to express our sincere thanks to you for your valuable suggestion, which is beneficial for strengthening our manuscript. The cause-and-effect relationship between Galectin-1 and VEGF expression is really an important problem, so we added these sentences in the discussion: “VEGF is one of the most potent inducers of angiogenesis, whereas galectin-1 has been implicated in the regulation of VEGF. Koopmans et al demonstrated that galectin-1 activation led to the translational up-regulation of VEGF and increased angiogenesis through the JAK/STAT pathway in myeloproliferative neoplasia. Fischer et al demonstrated that galectin-1 inhibited rearranged during transfection (RET) and Janus kinase 2 (JAK2) signals and upregulated vascular endothelial growth factor receptor 3 (VEGFR3) signaling in trophoblast tumor cells. Hsieh et al found that galectin-1 was overexpressed in the connective tissue surrounding cancer cells in tumor-associated vascular endothelial cells. Galectin-1 can increase angiogenesis by interacting with neuropilin-1 on the endothelial cell surface. Galectin-1 binding to neuropilin-1, which acts as a co-receptor of VEGF in endothelial cells, enhances VEGF receptor phosphorylation and the subsequent activation of mitogen-activated protein kinases (MAPKs). However, few studies have evaluated the correlation between VEGF and galectin-1 in gastric cancer.” To date, the galectin-1 regulatory mechanism of VEGF in gastric cancer has not been well explored and requires further study.
Q2: The paper does not tell us the overall survival rate of patients relative to both VEGF and Galectin-1 positive in gastric cancer tissue samples. We do not know whether the double positive expression is significantly associated with poor patient survival.
A: Thank you for your professional view and valuable suggestion, we agree with your comment. We extracted all of the patients’ information from the database again carefully, and classified patients into four subgroups according to galectin-1 and VEGF expression: group I, low expression of both markers; group II, high galectin-1 expression and low VEGF expression; group III, low galectin-1 expression and high VEGF expression; and group IV, high expression of both markers. We found that galectin-1 and VEGF overexpression was significantly correlated with poor survival in Chinese gastric cancer patients, especially patients with both galectin-1 and VEGF expression. Therefore, we added “To evaluate the combined effect of galectin-1 and VEGF expression on the prognosis of gastric cancer, we classified patients into four subgroups according to galectin-1 and VEGF expression: group I, low expression of both markers; group II, high galectin-1 expression and low VEGF expression; group III, low galectin-1 expression and high VEGF expression; and group IV, high expression of both markers. We found that the 5-year survival rate in group IV was 40.9%, which was significantly lower compared with groups I (53.5%), II (49.1%), and III (48.5%) (Figure 5, P<0.05)” in the results, and “Our results also indicated that galectin-1 and VEGF overexpression was significantly correlated with poor survival in Chinese gastric cancer patients, especially patients with both galectin-1 and VEGF expression” in the discussion. At last, Fig 5 was made, it showed that the overall survival rates of patients relative to groups I, II, III, and IV. Both galectin-1 and VEGF overexpression was significantly associated with poor patient survival (P<0.05).
Q3: The manuscript needs appropriate grammatical editing, or the readers will lose attention during reading.
A: Thank you! We have sent our manuscript to a professional  English language editing company named American Journal Experts to revise it in order to improve the language.
Q4: Scale bars should be added in Figure 1. 

A: Thank you for carefully reviewing our manuscript. We have added scale bars “50μm” in Figure 1.
