[image: image1.jpg]4%

TR
Jaishideng®



ANSWERING REVIEWERS

February 06, 2013
Dear Editor,

Please find enclosed the edited manuscript in Word format (file name: 1904-review.doc).

Title: Current concepts on spinal arthrodesis in degenerative disorders of the lumbar spine
Author: Marios G. Lykissas, Alexander Aichmair
Name of Journal: World Journal of Clinical Cases
ESPS Manuscript NO: 1904
The manuscript has been improved according to the suggestions of reviewers:

1 Format has been updated

2 Revision has been made according to the suggestions of the reviewer
Reviewer #1

1. This a very well written and informative paper on the surgical methods of well-established procedures for lumbar spinal fusion and latest thoughts on spinal arthrodesis and motion-sparing techniques in deteriorating disorders of the lumbar spine. The authors clearly reviewed their thoughts on concepts of spinal arthrodesis such as Transformational Lumbar Interbody Fusion, Anterior Lumbar Interbody Fusion, Interbody Fusion and also explained the anatomy of lumbar vertebra in an understandable way. 
Response: We would like to thank the reviewer for his/her comments.


Reviewer #2
Comment: Please add these two references to your article and use them for discussion part Minimally Invasive versus Open Transforaminal Lumbar Interbody Fusion (TLIF) for Degenerative Spondylolisthesis: Comparative Effectiveness and Cost-utility Analysis Scott L. Parker, M.D.1, 2, Stephen K. Mendenhall, B.S.1, 2, David N. Shau, B.S.1, 2, Scott L. Zuckerman, M.D.1, 2, Saniya S. Godil, M.D.1, 2, Joseph S. Cheng, M.D.1, 2, Matthew J. McGirt Lumbar Spine Fusion for Chronic Low Back Pain due to Degenerative Disc Disease: A Systematic Review. Phillips FM, Slosar PJ, Youssef JA, Andersson G.Spine (Phila Pa 1976). 2013 Jan 17. [Epub ahead of print] 

Response: References were added and discussed. See references 18 and 45, and discussion in page 6, para 3, and page 10, para 2, lines 14-19.

Comment: You can replace figures instead of text in anatomy part 
Response: Figures 1 and 2 were added.

Reviewer #3
This is a review regarding the available treatment options for patients suffering from chronic lower back pain in the setting of degenerative disorders of the lumbar spine, focusing on operative approaches. The authors are describing all the available surgical treatment strategies involving minimally invasive techniques in a clear way, even for the non orthopedic physician and describe without any bias the advantages and disadvantages of each arthrodesis technique. I have no further comments and I find the paper acceptable for publication. 
Response: We would like to thank the reviewer for his/her comments.

Reviewer #4
Well written manuscript

Response: We would like to thank the reviewer for his/her comments.

3 References and typesetting were corrected

Thank you again for publishing our manuscript in the World Journal of Clinical Cases.

Sincerely yours,

Marios Lykissas, MD, PhD

Spine and Scoliosis Service
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Weill Cornell Medical College
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New York, 10021 NY
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