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The manuscript has been improved according to the suggestions of reviewers: 
 
1 Format has been updated 
 
2 References and typesetting were corrected 
 

3We have revised our manuscript based on these suggestions and are providing point-by-point responses, 

as requested: 

 We have updated our methods section with a more detailed description of our search strategy 

 We have included a table with the various outcomes of studies evaluating the role of simulation 

in gastroscopy training 

  We have provided some additional comments regarding the varied integration of VR simulation 

and the differences in VR simulation exposure that candidates had in different studies, as 

requested by the reviewers 

 The definition of a ‘novice’ and an ‘expert’ varied considerably among different studies. We 

have provided some more details regarding the definition of ‘expert’ level in our revised 

manuscript 

 In the tables summarising the different studies we have made a note of which outcomes were 

patient-related and which were simulation-related 

We hope that we have provided satisfactory responses to the reviewers’ comments and that your readers 

will find our revised manuscript interesting. 
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Faidon-Marios Laskaratos 

Centre for Gastroenterology, Royal Free London NHS Foundation Trust, London, United 
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