Informed Consent Statement
[bookmark: _GoBack]The National Health Insurance Research Database (NHIRD) is a research database that stores the claims data of the National Health Insurance; it comprises both inpatient and outpatient medical records and may be released to scientists in Taiwan for research purposes. The identification numbers of beneficiaries and institutions in the NHIRD have been scrambled prior to the release of data to protect the confidentiality of individuals. The Institutional Review Board of Ditmanson Medical Foundation Chia-Yi Christian Hospital has approved this study and waived the requirement for written informed consent from the patients as this study is a secondary data analysis (CYCH-IRB No. 102023).
