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Institutional review board statement The nationwide inpatient sample

(NIS) database has been used for this study, which is appropriate for

exemption from IRB since no personal identifiers were used in the registry

data.

Correspondence to: Hirohito Ichii, M.D, Ph.D', Associate Professor of

Clinical Surgery, Division of Transplant, Department of Surgery, Department

of surgery, university of california, Irvine Medical center, 333 City

Boulevard WestSuite L205, Orange, CA 92868

Phone: (71'4) 456-8698

Fax (71'4) 456-8796

E-mail: hichii@uci.edu Wlt,./,.ra


