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In this retrospective analysis, we included only treatment-naive patients when
comparing the intrahepatic HBsAg and HBcAg distributions between HBeAg
positive and negative patients with chronic hepatitis B without HCC. Among
those with HCC, the majority of the patients were treated with antiviral therapy
at the time of cancer diagnosis. Since a proportion of those patients were referred
to our center for HCC management, we did not have their complete hepatitis B
history prior to the development of HCC. The key observation, however, remains
true despite this limitation. We observed presence of viral antigens in tumor
tissues but not in the adjacent non-tumor tissues in a relatively high percentage
of patients who were documented to have undetectable HBV DNA in serum at
time of biopsy. We concluded that there was a difference in the kinetics of
therapy-induced viral clearance in tumor and non-tumor liver tissues. In a
prospective study, one may be able to further examine this difference in viral
kinetics taking into account therapy duration and potency. We emphasized this
as a limitation of the retrospective study.
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We went through the entire manuscript for language polishing and have
removed the misprints in text and references as far as possible.



