                  Biostatistics statement

    All statistical analyses were performed by Ningli Chai and Xiaobin Zhang, using the SPSS Version 16 software. Differences were considered statistically significant and highly significant at P<0.05 and P<0.01, respectively. Values are mean ± standard deviation (SD). For semi-quantitative analysis of histological staging, non-parametric tests (Wilcoxon test) were used; other statistical analyses were performed with an unpaired Student’s t-test.
