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Dear Professor Shekhar, 

Enclosed please find our manuscript (Brief Report) entitled “The Peritraumatic Behavior Questionnaire - Observer Rated (PBQ-OR): Validation of the objective version of a measure for combat-related peritraumatic stress” by A. Agorastos, A. C. Angkaw, H. E. Johnson, C. J. Hansen, C. V. Cook and D. G. Baker.
The assessment of the immediate individual response to trauma represents one of the most important challenges in traumatized populations. Especially, the valid assessment of peritraumatic symptoms in the theater of military operations of major importance for combat-related, mental health research. To redress this problem, we developed the Peritraumatic Behavior Questionnaire – Observer Rated (PBQ-OR), a third-person-rated scale for unit-embedded medical personnel to objectively assess symptoms suggestive of combat-related peritraumatic stress in deployed troops. Our primary objective was to validate the PBQ-OR during active deployment and evaluate its psychometric properties and war-zone applicability. 
Our main results indicate satisfactory psychometric properties with good internal consistency for the PBQ-OR, high convergent validity with respect to post-deployment peritraumatic self-ratings and high concurrent validity with respect to post-deployment posttraumatic stress symptoms. Our findings show that the PBQ-OR could be used as a screening and monitoring tool in real time and may permit earlier detection of Service Members at risk for post-deployment posttraumatic stress symptoms to target prevention and early intervention efforts. To date, to our knowledge, no comparable tools have been developed for recognition of observable acute stress-related behaviors in combatants, thus the PBQ-OR provides an initial template for training of future unit-embedded medical personnel.

As the corresponding author, I declare that I had full access to all the data in the study and that I take responsibility for the integrity of the data and the accuracy of the data analysis as well as the decision to submit for publication. All authors have personally reviewed and given final approval of the version submitted, and neither the manuscript nor its data have been previously published elsewhere. All authors disclose any actual or potential conflict of interest.

Thank you in advance for considering this manuscript for publication in World Journal of Psychiatry. We are looking forward to your response at your earliest convenience.

Sincerely,
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Dewleen G. Baker, M.D.

Professor

Department of Psychiatry - University of California, San Diego

Director of Research - VA Center of Excellence for Stress and Mental Health (CESAMH)
San Diego, USA.

dgbaker@ucsd.edu
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