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March 21, 2013
Dear Editor,

Please find enclosed the edited manuscript in Word format (file name: 2563-review.doc).

Title: An early gastric cancer developing after eradication of Helicobacter pylori – The 

youngest case in the reported literature
Author: Hironori Konuma, Ichiro Konuma, Kuangi Fu, Satoshi Yamada, Yutaka Suzuki, Akihisa Miyazaki.
Name of Journal: World Journal of Gastrointestinal Endoscopy
ESPS Manuscript NO: 2563
The manuscript has been improved according to the suggestions of reviewers:

1 Format has been updated

2 Revision has been made according to the suggestions of the reviewer
(1) I would like the authors to comment on the family history of the patient. Are there any other cases of gastric or cancer of any type, particularly in relatively young age?

Reply to the reviewer
Her family history included a hepatocellular carcinoma in her father at the age of 31 year-old, a gastric cancer in her grandmother at the age of 67-year-old, and an esophageal squamous cell carcinoma in her grandfather at the age of 76-year-old. We will add the above-mentioned sentence in the case report for explanation.

(2) In any paper on any cancer, Staging has to be mentioned.
Reply to the reviewer

The pathological staging was T1bN1M0 (stage IB) according to the TNM classification.

We will add the pathological staging at the end of the histological result in the case report.

(3) I was under the impression that this patient would have undergone D2 gastrectomy, which is the standard of care in Japan. The lymph node harvest was 24, indicating a D1 dissection. Is this oncologically correct?
Reply to the reviewer

The patient underwent a distal gastrectomy with D2 dissection of the lymph nodes.

(4) It is already known that HP eradication will not completely prevent cancer. In this case, patient was young but other than that there is nothing new to be learnt from this paper.
  Reply to the reviewer
  As we have mentioned in the discussion, this patient suffered from a gastric cancer at her very young age despite successful eradication therapy. This is significant and relevant as we should re-think when to treat ideal candidates who would benefit from preventive eradication therapy and how to follow up those who have achieved successful eradication therapy. Therefore we consider that this case is worth publishing for reference.
3 References and typesetting were corrected

Thank you again for publishing our manuscript in the World Journal of Gastroenterology.

Sincerely yours,


Kunagi Fu, MD, PhD             


Department of Gastroenterology                        


Juntendo University Nerima Hospital                       


3-1-10 Nerimatakanodai, Nerima, Tokyo, 177-8521, Japan. 

Tel: +81-3-5923-3111
Fax: +81-3-5923-3217                   


E-mail: fukuangi@hotmail.com































































