Online Supplementary Data

Item S1: Search Strategy

Database: Ovid, MEDLINE, Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews, Cochrane Central Register of Controlled Trials and Clinicaltrials.gov
1. hepatitis.mp

2. exp hepatitis/

3. HCV.mp

4. 1 or 2 or 3 

5. neoplasms$.mp.

6. exp neoplasms/

7. cancer$.mp.

8. exp cancer/
9. 5 or 6 or 7 or 8

10. kidney.mp.

11. renal.mp.
12. 10 or 11

13. 9 or 12
14. RCC$.mp.
15. 13 or 14
16. 4 or 15 
17. limit 16 to humans
Item S2: Outline of our search methodology. 




Figure S1: Funnel plot of included studies in the meta-analysis for the risk of kidney cancer in patients with hepatitis C infection. RR = risk ratio, SE = standard error.  
[image: image1.png]SE(loglRR])

RR

Bl

10

01

0

05

15

.00z




154 articles were excluded because they did not report the outcomes of interest.


35 articles were excluded because they were not observational studies or RCTs 











Potentially relevant articles identified from search of MEDLINE, EMBASE, Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews and Cochrane Central Register of Controlled Trials 


  (n=5778) 





5582 articles were excluded based on title and abstract for clearly not fulfilling inclusion criteria on basis of type of article, study design, population or outcome of interest.





Title and abstract reviewed for screening.





196 potentially relevant articles included for full-length article review.





7 articles were identified. 

















