Animal use and care statement

The animal care protocol was approved by Shahed University. 4–6 weeks old (16–22 g) BALB/c mice procured from the Razi Institute, Tehran, Iran were housed in clean standard animal care facility of Shahed University. The research was carried out in compliance with the Animal Welfare Act and regulations related to experiments involving animals. The animal protocol was designed to minimize pain or discomfort to the animals. The animals were acclimatized to laboratory conditions (23°C, 12h/12h light/dark, 50% humidity, ad libitum access to food and water) for two weeks prior to experimentation. All animals were euthanized by barbiturate overdose (intravenous injection, 150 mg/kg pentobarbital sodium) for tissue collection.
