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Dear Editor:

We are very excited to have been given the opportunity to revise our manuscript, titled “Is
MELD score failing patients with liver disease and hepatorenal syndrome?”
We carefully considered your comments. Herein, we explain how we revised the paper based on

those comments and recommendations.
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TThis manuscript discusses post-transplantation survival. The idea was interesting that renal failure

was one major factor regarding survival after liver transplantation. The concept was rationale

because normal renal function is essential for healthy. Renal failure consists one of the organ failure

of multiple organ failure. References were limited number, which was acceptable because the

manuscript was “to the Editor”.
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Thank you for your comment. We added additional references to our manuscript. Additional
references are #1,2,5,7-9,11,12,13.
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1. Some sentences has been repeated multiple times like sentences about serum creatinine, MELD
score, ... which can be deleted. 2. The text can be shorter by mixing some concepts. 3. Some sentences
have no references while they need.

Thank you for your comment. The sentence “The risk of post-LT ESRD is a strong predictor of
post-LT mortality” has been removed from the second paragraph. The sentence “MELD has been
validated to predict wait-list mortality in transplant candidates and it impacts organ allocation”
has been removed from the second paragraph. The discussion of MELD was moved to the last
paragraph. Additional references have been added #1,2,5, 7-9, 11, 12, 13.
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In this letter, the authors discussed that application of MELD score in the patients with liver disease
and hepatorenal syndrome and suggested to reassess the application of MELD and the impact of
renal insufficiency. This suggestion is reasonable and considerable.

Thank you for your comment.
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This manuscript ends with the statement; "While MELD score is the gold standard for predicting wait
list mortality, a notable weakness for liver allocation lies in predicting post transplantation
survival,particularly with renal insufficiency", and "to reassess the application of MELD and the
impact of renal insufficiency ....". I fully agree that such a conversation is useful, but I miss
considerations of others and the many references which already discuss the relative sensitivity and
specificity of MELD as prognostic parameter. I give some examples but there are far more in
literature. Gennaro D" Amico et al. ] of Hepatol 2006;44:217-231 who conclude that clinical practice
strengthens the current use of CPS in cirrhotic patients at large and MELD in decompensated
cirrhotic patients. Theocharidou et al. The Royal Free Hospital score (RFH): a calibrated prognostic
model for patients with cirrhosis admitted to Intensive care unit. Am J] GE 2014; CLIF-SOFA did not
perform better than RFH. Wan et al. Combining serum cystatin ¢ with total bilirubin improves short
term mortality prediction in patients with HBV related acute-on-chronic liver failure. PlosOne
2015;10(1)e 0116968. Emerson P et al. The utility of scoring systems in critically ill cirrhotic patients
admitted to a general intensive care unit. J of critical care 2014; 29(6)1131, who suggest that serum
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arterial lactate may improve the prognostic ability. Oberkofler CE et al. MELD score greater than 23
predicts lenght of stay in the ICU but not mortality in liver transplant recipients. Critical Care
2010;14:R117

Thank you for your comment. The various alternative prognostic models were added to the last
paragraph with the additional references #11-13. “In addition to MELD, various scoring systems,
including Child Pugh score, the RIFLE (risk of renal dysfunction, injury to the kidney, failure of
the kidney, loss of kidney function, and end-stage kidney disease) criteria, SOFA score (sequential
organ failure assessment), and the CLIF-SOFA score Chronic Liver Failure - Sequential Organ
Failure Assessment) have been designed to predict outcomes in post liver transplant patients.”
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Specific comments: The subject is relevant; however it is not a new topic in the literature. Several
researchers have been analysing the limitation of the MELD score. On the other hand, it is important
to recognize renal injury early before the damage is done. The manuscript should be described in a
more concise and substantial manner. There is limited information regarding a theoretical framework
that grounds the research. Please get a native English speaker to check the English used in the paper.
Grammatical errors/constructions should be evaluated along the whole article. ? Reviewer

conclusion: Accept but needs minor and major revision

Thank you for your comment. The manuscript has been revised to make it more concise and
grammatically correct. The sentence “The risk of post-LT ESRD is a strong predictor of post-LT
mortality” has been removed from the second paragraph. The sentence “MELD has been validated
to predict wait-list mortality in transplant candidates and it impacts organ allocation” has been

removed from the second paragraph. The discussion of MELD was moved to the last paragraph.
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The impact of renal insufficiency has been emphasised as an importnat part of assessment in

association with MELD score and it is a relevant discussion. I support the authors suggestion

Thank you for your comment.

Again, we appreciate the opportunity to revise our work for consideration for publication in World

Journal of Hepatology. We have revised the manuscript to incorporate the suggestions and look

forward to your final decision.
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