Table 1. Key histological features of classical and incomplete subtypes of microscopic colitis [4, 5, 25].
	Subtype
	IELs/100 epithelial cells
	Thickeness of collagen band

	LC
	>20 IELs
	<10 (m

	iLC
	>10 and <20 IELs
	<5 (m

	CC
	< 20 IELs (sometimes >20 IELs)
	>10 (m

	iCC
	< 20 IELs
	>5 and <10 (m


LC: Lymphocytic colitis; CC: Collagenous colitis; IELs: Intraepithelial lymphocytes cells; iLC: incomplete lymphocytic colitis; iCC: incomplete collagenous colitis
Figure 1. Lymphocytic colitis with a inflammatory hypercellularity in the lamina propria of colonic mucosa (a, hematoxylin eosin, 10x). At high magnification it is clear the presence of a greater number of intraepithelial lymphocytes cells (inset, hematoxylin eosin, 60x) more obvious with CD3 staining (b, 10x).
Figure 2. Collagenous colitis with a detachment of superficial epithelium (a, hematoxylin eosin, 10x) and a thick subepithelial collagen band (b, c, Masson’s Trichrome stain, 10x, 40x).

Figure 3.  Incomplete lymphocytic colitis (a, hematoxylin eosin, 10x) with a mild increase of intraepithelial lymphocytes cells (b, CD3, 20x) and a regular collagen band (c, Masson’s Trichrome stain, 40x).
Figure 4. Incomplete collagenous colitis (a, hematocylin eosin, 10x) with a slight enhancement of subepithelial collagen band (b, Masson’s Trichrome stain, 20x) without intraepithelial lymphocytes cells infiltration (c, CD3 inmunostaining, 20x).

Figure 5. Cryptal lymphocytic colitis (a, hematoxylin eosin, 10x) with presence of cryptal lymphocytosis (b, CD3, 20x) and lack of lymphocytes in lamina propria (c, CD3, 20x).

Figure 6. Healthy colonic mucosa (a, hematoxylin eosin, 10x) presents low number (usually less than 5) of intraepithelial lymphocytes cells, which can be easily identified by CD3 immunohistochemistry marker (b, 10x). The subepithelial collagen band is tiny and regular (c, Masson’s Trichrome stain, 10x and inset, Masson’s Trichrome stain, 40x).
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