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The manuscript has been improved according to the suggestions of reviewers. The part 

written in underline is revised in the new manuscript. 

 

To Reviewer 02861055, thank you for your kindly review.  

 

Reviewer`s comments 

 

1. The Authors should clarify which patients treated with UDCA. 

 

2. The Authors should specify if cases of AIH-primary biliary cholangitis and 

AIH-primary sclerosing cholangitis variants have been ruled out.  



 

3. The main limitation of the study is that the Authors do not show an appropriate 

control group for the UDCA-treated patients. The latter appears to be a group of 

patients with a mild disease for which indication for standard treatment is currently 

uncertain. This aspect should be better discussed by the Authors. 

 

4. Duration of follow-up should be included. 

 

5. Data about the efficacy of prednisolone treatment in inducing remission should also 

be added. 

Answer 

 

1. According to your suggestion, the clinical characteristics of patients received UDCA 

monotherapy have been added to MATERIALS AND METHODS (Pages 10, 

underlined sentences). 

 

2. In this analysis, we had excluded the cases of AIH-primary biliary cholangitis and 

AIH-primary sclerosing cholangitis variants. So, we added as excluded patients 

(Pages 9, underlined sentences). 

 

3. According to your suggestion, we discussed about this point (Pages 14-15, underlined 

sentences). 

 

4. Duration of follow-up has been added to RESULT (Pages 12, underlined sentences). 

 

5. Data about the efficacy of prednisolone treatment has been added to RESULT (Pages 

12, underlined sentences). 

 

 

To Reviewer 01801241, thank you for your kindly review. 

 

Reviewer`s comments 

 

1. Core tip: the results suggest that..this must be confirmed in a prospective study. 

 

2. They do not explain why a group of pastients (what clinical characteristics) only 



received UDCA. M&Methods: explain, if known, why the 48 patients are included 

in the U group, only UDCA. Less severe clinical cases for the clinicians? 

 

3. Why they use a dosage of 600 mg/d, and not 15 mg/kg/day as in PBC? 

M&Methods: explain why 600mg dosage. 

 

4. UDCA should be considered... better may be? can be?. Future studies...prospective 

studies. 

 

Answer 

 

1. According to your suggestion, we added this sentence in Core tip (Pages 5, underlined 

sentences). 

 

2. We have been added the clinical characteristics of patients received UDCA 

monotherapy to MATERIALS AND METHODS (Pages 10, underlined sentences). 

 

3. In Japanese guideline for the treatment of PBC, 600 mg/day (10-13 mg/kg/day) is 

recommended as initial therapeutic dose of UDCA. This point has been added to 

MATERIALS AND METHODS (Pages 10, underlined sentences). 

 

4. According to your suggestion, we have changed the sentence (Pages 16, underlined 

sentences). 

 

 

Thank you again for your comments on our manuscript. We believe that the revised 

manuscript is suitable for publication. 


