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The manuscript has been improved according to the suggestions of reviewers:

1 Format has been updated
2 Revision has been made according to the suggestions of the reviewer

Reviewed by 00003458

In this manuscript, the authors analyzed the diagnostic value of AFP, AFP-L3, and PIVKA-II in 90 cases of HCC and 78 cases of benign liver disease.  They conclude that the combination of AFP-L3 and PIVKA-II improves the sensitivity significantly even in patient in low AFP.  The novelty of this study is limited as both AFP-L3 and PIVKA-II are well known markers of HCC, their significance in low AFP patients is well documented and this information is worthy for the clinicians.

1) In the conclusion paragraph in Abstract section, the authors should emphasize the most novel finding in this study.
Correction: According to the reviewer’s comment, the authors added some clarification in the conclusion paragraph in Abstract section as "Combined determination of AFP-L3 and PIVKA-II could improve the diagnostic value for HCC detection in patients with or without increased AFP levels.”
Reviewed by 00058672

Interesting article on diagnostic value of a-fetoprotein (AFP)-L3 and Prothrombin induced by vitamin K absence-II (PIVKA-II) in hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC).

1) Results: please clarify that the statistical significance was reached for the molecule levels after adjusting for age and HBV status.
Correction: According to the reviewer’s comment, the authors added additional result in results section as "After adjustment for age (>50 and <50) and HBV infection status, AFP-L3 levels were still higher in HCC than in BLD among patients with low AFP levels (<20ng/mL) (P <0.001).”
2) Also, provide limitations of this study, i.e. small sample size, age not matched between two group, etc.
Correction: According to the reviewer’s comment, the authors provided limitations of this study in discussion as “Potential limitations of our study include the small number of newly diagnosed HCC patients, lack of randomization and relative short-term follow-up. Our results should be validated with a larger number of patients with age- and sex-matched control subjects. Since AFP-L3 has been suggested as a prognostic marker in patients with HCC[15,16,18], future studies using longitudinal AFP-L3 data analysis or studies regarding the effect of AFP-L3 effect on the survival rate of HCC patients after treatment are needed.”
3 References and typesetting were corrected

Reviewed by 00289321
This is a reasonably well written manuscript that describes a change in surgical methodology for the orthotopic implantation of MHCC-97L human hepatcellular carcinoma (HCC) cells into nude mice.
It is claimed that the use of a gelatin sponge increased the successful implantation of ltumours and reduced the peri-procedure death rate in the animals...."

My study did not use nude mice or gelatin sponge..
There might be an error in review system.
Please check again.

2. I marked the locations of figures and tables in memo field.


Thank you again for publishing our manuscript in the World Journal of Gastroenterology.
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