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A very nice report of a difficult group of liver patients with very acceptable outcomes in general.

They have defined the patients who will not do well and for whome other treatment modalities

should be explored.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This is an interesting paper reviewing the center’'s experience with a very challenging group of
patients with liver malignancies and IVC or hepatic vein involvement. Could the authors please
respond to the following comments/questions: 1) Regarding the H categorization, what about the
situation where there is involvement of one or two of the hepatic veins only? Is that a factor? 2) There
is debate whether Tacrolimus is indeed required if allogeneic vascular graft is needed. Additionally,
there is concern about infection transmission. How were these grafts procured and how were they
prepared for use? Also, how was the dose of Tacrolimus decided, ie was there a certain target leve
(which could also make the patient more vulnerable to the complications of immunosuppression)? 3)
How many and what size were the lesions in these patients? The question has to do with whether any
of these patients would be transplant candidates (even with extended criteria). 4) Can the authors
provide a proposed algorithm based on their findings? 5) Can the authors comment on the use of
other methods such as Ireversible Electroporation (Nanoknife) for these patients in order to ablate
next to the vessels?
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How did the authors treat patients with hepatic failure




