
Appendix 1: 

Medline Search Profile 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

(((("peginterferon alfa-2a"[Supplementary Concept] OR "peginterferon alfa-2a"[All Fields] OR 

"pegasys"[All Fields]) OR ("peginterferon alfa-2b"[Supplementary Concept] OR "peginterferon alfa-

2b"[All Fields] OR "pegintron"[All Fields])) OR (((("Interferon-alpha"[Mesh] OR "Interferon-alpha-

2a"[All Fields]) OR "Interferon-alpha-2b"[All Fields]) OR "peg-INF"[All Fields]) OR "peg-interferon"[All 

Fields])) AND (((("ribavirin"[MeSH Terms] OR ("ribavirin"[MeSH Terms] OR "ribavirin"[All Fields])) OR 

copegus[All Fields]) OR ("ribavirin"[MeSH Terms] OR "ribavirin"[All Fields] OR "rebetol"[All Fields])) OR 

RBV[All Fields])) AND (((((((((((((((((("chemokine cxcl10"[MeSH Terms] OR "CXCL-10"[All Fields]) OR 

CXCL10[All Fields]) OR IP10[All Fields]) OR IP-10[All Fields]) OR "IP-10"[All Fields]) OR "interferon 

inducible protein 10"[All Fields]) OR "interferon-inducible protein-10"[All Fields]) OR "interferon-

inducible-protein-10"[All Fields]) OR "interferon gamma inducible protein-10"[All Fields]) OR 

"interferon-gamma-inducible-protein-10"[All Fields]) OR (interferon-gamma-inducible[All Fields] AND 

protein10[All Fields])) OR (("interferons"[MeSH Terms] OR "interferons"[All Fields] OR "interferon"[All 

Fields]) AND "Y"[Journal] AND inducible[All Fields] AND ("proteins"[MeSH Terms] OR "proteins"[All 

Fields] OR "protein"[All Fields]) AND 10[All Fields])) OR ((("interferons"[MeSH Terms] OR 

"interferons"[All Fields] OR "interferon"[All Fields]) AND "Y"[Journal] AND inducible[All Fields]) AND 

("proteins"[MeSH Terms] OR "proteins"[All Fields] OR "protein"[All Fields]) AND 10[All Fields])) OR 

(("interferons"[MeSH Terms] OR "interferons"[All Fields] OR "interferon"[All Fields]) AND "Y"[Journal] 

AND inducible[All Fields] AND ("proteins"[MeSH Terms] OR "proteins"[All Fields] OR "protein"[All 

Fields]) AND 10[All Fields])) OR (IFN[All Fields] AND ("chemokine cxcl10"[MeSH Terms] OR 

("chemokine"[All Fields] AND "cxcl10"[All Fields]) OR "chemokine cxcl10"[All Fields] OR "interferon 

inducible protein 10"[All Fields]))) OR ((IFN[All Fields] AND ("interferons"[MeSH Terms] OR 

"interferons"[All Fields] OR "interferon"[All Fields]) AND inducible[All Fields]) AND ("proteins"[MeSH 

Terms] OR "proteins"[All Fields] OR "protein"[All Fields]) AND 10[All Fields])) OR (IFN[All Fields] AND 

("chemokine cxcl10"[MeSH Terms] OR ("chemokine"[All Fields] AND "cxcl10"[All Fields]) OR 

"chemokine cxcl10"[All Fields] OR "interferon inducible protein 10"[All Fields]))) AND English[lang])) 

AND (((("hepatitis c, chronic"[MeSH Terms] OR "chronic hepatitis c"[All Fields]) OR CHC[All Fields]) OR 

HCV[All Fields]) OR "Chronic hepatitis c infection"[All Fields]) AND English[lang] 

Figure 1 Medline search profil 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Appendix 2: 

 

1. hepatitis C/ 
2. Chronic hepatitis C.mp. [mp=title, abstract, subject headings, heading word, drug trade name, original title, 
device manufacturer, drug manufacturer, device trade name, keyword] 
3. CHC.mp. [mp=title, abstract, subject headings, heading word, drug trade name, original title, device 
manufacturer, drug manufacturer, device trade name, keyword] 
4. Chronic hepatitis C infection.mp. [mp=title, abstract, subject headings, heading word, drug trade name, 
original title, device manufacturer, drug manufacturer, device trade name, keyword] 
5. HCV.mp. [mp=title, abstract, subject headings, heading word, drug trade name, original title, device 
manufacturer, drug manufacturer, device trade name, keyword] 
6. 1 or 2 or 3 or 4 or 5 
7. gamma interferon inducible protein 10/ 
8. IP-10.mp. [mp=title, abstract, subject headings, heading word, drug trade name, original title, device 
manufacturer, drug manufacturer, device trade name, keyword] 
9. cxcl 10.mp. [mp=title, abstract, subject headings, heading word, drug trade name, original title, device 
manufacturer, drug manufacturer, device trade name, keyword] 
10. Interferon gamma inducible protein.mp. [mp=title, abstract, subject headings, heading word, drug trade 
name, original title, device manufacturer, drug manufacturer, device trade name, keyword] 
11. Interferon y inducible protein.mp. [mp=title, abstract, subject headings, heading word, drug trade name, 
original title, device manufacturer, drug manufacturer, device trade name, keyword] 
12. IFN inducible protein 10.mp. [mp=title, abstract, subject headings, heading word, drug trade name, original 
title, device manufacturer, drug manufacturer, device trade name, keyword] 
13. IFN gamma inducible protein 10.mp. [mp=title, abstract, subject headings, heading word, drug trade name, 
original title, device manufacturer, drug manufacturer, device trade name, keyword] 
14. IFN y inducible protein 10.mp. [mp=title, abstract, subject headings, heading word, drug trade name, 
original title, device manufacturer, drug manufacturer, device trade name, keyword] 
15. 7 or 8 or 9 or 10 or 11 or 12 or 13 or 14 
16. ribavirin/ 
17. RBV.mp. [mp=title, abstract, subject headings, heading word, drug trade name, original title, device 
manufacturer, drug manufacturer, device trade name, keyword] 
18. rebetol.mp. [mp=title, abstract, subject headings, heading word, drug trade name, original title, device 
manufacturer, drug manufacturer, device trade name, keyword] 
19. copegus.mp. [mp=title, abstract, subject headings, heading word, drug trade name, original title, device 
manufacturer, drug manufacturer, device trade name, keyword] 
20. ribavirin.mp. [mp=title, abstract, subject headings, heading word, drug trade name, original title, device 
manufacturer, drug manufacturer, device trade name, keyword] 
21. 16 or 17 or 18 or 19 or 20 
22. pegasys.mp. [mp=title, abstract, subject headings, heading word, drug trade name, original title, device 
manufacturer, drug manufacturer, device trade name, keyword] 
23. pegintron.mp. [mp=title, abstract, subject headings, heading word, drug trade name, original title, device 
manufacturer, drug manufacturer, device trade name, keyword] 
24. peginterferon alpha2a.mp. [mp=title, abstract, subject headings, heading word, drug trade name, original 
title, device manufacturer, drug manufacturer, device trade name, keyword] 
25. peginterferon alpha2b.mp. [mp=title, abstract, subject headings, heading word, drug trade name, original 
title, device manufacturer, drug manufacturer, device trade name, keyword] 
26. 22 or 23 or 24 or 25 
27. 21 and 26 
28. 15 and 27 
29. 6 and 28 

 

Figure 2 Search profile for Embase search 



Table 1 Full overview of the 18 point checklist for Quality assessment  

A. Apolinario et. al M.Lagging et. al, 1 M.Lagging et. al, 2 Diago et. al G. Fettovich et. al I. Kurelac et al. J. M. Darling et al M. Derbala et al. 
H. I. Al-Ashgar et. 

al 

Study objective 

1. Is the hypothesis/aim/objective of the study stated clearly in the abstract, introduction, or methods section? 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Study population 

2. Are the characteristics of the participants included in the study described? 

Partially reported Partially reported Partially reported Partially reported Yes Partially reported Partially reported Yes Partially reported 

3. Were the cases collected in more than one center? 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes No No 

4. Are the eligibility criteria (inclusion and exclusion criteria) for entry into the study explicit and appropriate? 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Partially reported Partially reported Partially reported Yes 

5. Are the eligibility  

5.  

Did participants  

Were participants recruited consecutively? 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes  No Yes Yes 

6. Did participants enter the study at a similar point in the disease? 

No No No No No No No No No 

Intervention and co-intervention 

7. Was the intervention clearly described in the study? 
 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Partially reported Yes Yes Yes 

8. Were additional interventions (co-interventions) clearly reported in the study? 
 Yes Yes Yes  Yes Yes Yes Yes  Yes Yes 

Outcome measure 

9. Are the outcome measures clearly defined in the introduction or methods section? 

Yes Yes Yes  Yes Yes Yes Yes  Yes   Yes 

10. Were relevant outcomes appropriately measured with objective and/o subjective methods? 

Yes Yes Yes  Yes Yes Yes Yes  Yes Yes 

11.  Were outcome measured before and after intervention? 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Statistical analysis 

12. Were the statistical tests used to assess the relevant outcomes appropriate? 

Yes Yes Yes  Yes Yes Yes Yes  Yes Yes 

Results and conclusions 

13. Was the length of follow-up reported? 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

14. Was the loss to follow-up reported? 

Yes Yes Yes  Yes Yes Yes Yes  Yes Yes 



 

15. Does the study provide estimates of the random variability in the data analysis of relevant outcomes? 

Yes No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

16. Are adverse events reported? 

 
 
 

Partially reported No No No No No Yes No No 

17. Are the conclusions of the study supported by results? 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Competing interests and sources of support 

18. Are both competing interests and sources of support for the study reported? 

Partially reported Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Partially reported Partially reported Partially reported 


