May 31st, 2013

Dear Editor,

Please find enclosed the edited manuscript in Word format (file name: 3209-edited with track changes.doc and 3209-edited with changes accepted.doc ).

Title: Endoscopic closure of a gastrocolic fistula using the over-the-scope-clip system

Author: Klaus Mönkemüller, Shajan Peter, Basem Alkurdi, Jayapal Ramesh, Daniel Popa, C. Mel Wilcox

Name of Journal: World Journal of Gastrointestinal Endoscopy
ESPS Manuscript NO: 3209

The manuscript has been improved according to the suggestions of reviewers:

Answer to Reviewer comments:

1. Please provide a running title for this paper no less than 6 words
Answer: a running title has been now provided: “Endoscopic closure of gastrocolic fistula using clip”.

2. Please describe every author’s contribution to this paper. You may refer to the format. 

Answer: Every author’s contribution has now been described.

3. Telephone and fax should consist of +, country number, district number and telephone and fax number. The format for telephone and fax numbers should be like this: Telephone: +44-121-4142972  Fax: +44-121-6272384

Answer: The telephone and fax numbers have been corrected.

4. Please list 5–10 key words for each paper, selected mainly from Index Medicus, which reflect the content of the study. Each key word is separated by a semicolon.

Answer: We have now added the keywords: Over-the-scope-clip; OTSC; bear claw; fistula; endoscopic closure; gastrocolic fistula; over the scope clip; clip

5. Please write a summary of less than 100 words to outline the most innovative and important arguments and core contents in your paper to attract readers (core tip). 

Answer: we have now added a core tip summary: 

“Herein we present the endoscopic closure of a gastro-colic fistula in a severely malnourished patient with complex post-surgical upper GI anatomy using the over-the-scope-clip (OTSC- system). The OTSC-system is an endoscopic clipping device made of Nitinol, which allows for treatment of peptic ulcer bleeding and the closure of perforations, anastomotic leaks and fistulas. In addition, we show the usefulness of placing a direct jejunostomy using the double balloon enteroscopy (DBE) technique during the same procedure”.

6. Please mark the citation in accordance with the format. E.g. loops[1-3]. So are the followings.

Answer: the citation has been now marked in accordante with the format.

7. Abbreviations and acronyms are often defined the first time they are used within the main text and then used throughout the remainder of the manuscript. Please consider adhering to this convention.

Answer: all abbreviations and acronyms have now been defined the first time they are used within the main text.

8. Pleased provide PubMed citation numbers for the reference list, e.g. PMID and DOI, which can be found at http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?db=pubmed and http://www.crossref.org/SimpleTextQuery/, respectively. The numbers will be used in the E-version of this journal. Thanks very much for your co-operation.

Answer: we have now provided PuMed citation numbers fort he references.

9. Figure 1 and 2 are the the same subjects,.Please merge and use uniform legends ,then give a brief explanatory note about each figure.

Answer: the firgure legends have been merged and now we use uniform legends.

10. Figure 3 and 4 are the the same subjects,.Please merge and use uniform legends ,then give a brief explanatory note about each figure
Answer: the firgure legends have been merged and now we use uniform legends.

Thank you again for publishing our manuscript in the World Journal of Gastrointestinal Endoscopy.

Sincerely yours,

Klaus Mönkemüller, MD, PhD, FASGE

Medical Director, “Basil Hirschowitz Endoscopic Center of Excellence”

Professor of Medicine

Division of Gastroenterology and Hepatology

University of Alabama at Birmingham, USA

6th Floor Jefferson Tower

625 19th Street South

Birmingham, AL 35249

USA

Tel: 205 934 6110

[image: image1.jpg]



[image: image2.jpg]LB MEDICINE

GASTROENTEROI OGY





