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The manuscript has been improved according to the suggestions of the reviewers:

1. The Format has been updated

2.  Revision has been made according to the suggestions of the reviewers:
Reviewer 1 (00183436):
(1) Although it is true that H. pylori will not grow in RPMI medium, the aim of our coculture experiments was to evaluate the CagA-mediated cellular responses. In this case, bacterial growth was dispensable, as we were seeking the translocation of the CagA protein into AGS cells, which is a rapid event upon infection (Mueller et al, 2012, J Clin Invest). Furthermore, we decided to include the long incubation time point as Brandt and colleagues have shown that a maximal IL-8 expression is reached between 24 and 36 hours of infection (Brandt et al., 2005, PNAS). As shown by the authors, this late response is mediated by CagA and it is believed to be the result of delayed singaling events. In their experiments the authors used PBS as medium for infections, which is likely not to be an appropriate medium for H. pylori growth. However, and similar to our experiments, they looked for CagA translocation and the subsequent activation of signaling pathways. We used standard methods reported by others to evaluate H. pylori-mediated IL-8 expression and cell elongation. We thus think that in this particular case bacterial growth is dispensable.
(2) We shortened the discussion, mainly on page 18, as suggested by the reviewer. 
(3) Bacterial and gene names were italiced in the references.
(4) All the minor suggested changes were included in the document (highlighted in yellow).

Reviewer 2 (01429020):
(1) The abbreviations were mentioned in the abstract and the text, as suggested, except for AGS cells. AGS cells are gastric epithelial cells and the AGS stands for the name and represents no abbreviation (as described by the ATCC).
(2) “These results support the concept of H. pylori time-dependent IL-8 induction …” was removed from the results section.
(3) In previous work by us, a significantly higher prevalence of cagA positive strains was observed in gastric cancer patients in comparison with non-atrophic gastritis patients, in Colombia (Cittelly et al, 2002, Rev. Med. Chile). In addition, in a recent report CagA seropositivity was related to a higher risk of gastric cancer (OR: 4.3; CI: 1.1-9.2) in Colombia (Florez-Luna, 2012, Cancer Causes Control).
(4) Although dietary factors have been reported to contribute to gastric development in Colombia (Camargo et al, 2008, Arch Med Res), a more recent study based on epidemiological and geographical data has proposed altitude as a surrogate for host, bacterial and environmental factors associated with gastric cancer risk (Torres et al., 2012, Cancer Causes Control). This is true for most of the of regions of the Andes mountains along the Pacific rim in Latin America, including Colombia, where a high incidence of gastric cancer is observed in the Andean Pasto region (high altitude), but not in the coastal Tumaco area. We have included a brief sentence on this in the manuscript (highlighted), if the reviewer considers it relevant to mention. 
(5) We shortened the discussion in order to reduce the length of the manuscript. 
3.  References and typesetting were corrected

Thank you again for publishing our manuscript in the World Journal of Gastrointestinal Oncology.
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