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Dear Editor,

We appreciate your consideration to the above-referenced manuscript. Please find enclosed the revised manuscript in Word format (file name: 325-review.doc), in which the changes are marked in red. The manuscript has been revised according to the reviewer’s and editorial suggestions as follows:

1. Format was updated

2. Reviewer’s suggestion on a recent paper in the Gut.
In connection with the Gut paper (ref 37), we thought that at least proximal and distal colon cancer should be examined separately. However, analysis on detailed subsites was not possible because of a limited number of cases. The results for proximal and distal colon were added on Tables 3 and 4, and were referred to in the text (pages 8 and 9). Discussion was expanded in relation to this matter (page 10). References 30, 36, and 37 were newly added.
3. References: We also added 3 references (ref 27-29) in order to meet the requirement of at least 36 references.

Thank you again for publishing our manuscript in the World Journal of Gastroenterology.

Sincerely yours,
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